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New Gallery to Emphasize Female Artists and Collections
By Hilarie M. Sheets  | September 18, 2017
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As a slew of smaller galleries have struggled and 
closed recently in a highly competitive art market, 
new ventures are cropping up, too. Joining the mix 
of edgier spaces on New York’s Lower East Side is 
the Sara Kay Gallery, opening Sept. 28 in an 1890 
townhouse at 4 East 2nd Street — the former home 
of the Rivington Arms gallery.

Ms. Kay founded the nonprofit Professional Orga-
nization for Women in the Arts in 2008, to sup-
port women working in the visual arts business, 
and plans to emphasize the work of female artists 
in her new gallery. They will include Natalie Frank, 
known for her feminist take on Grimm fairy tales.

Ms. Kay is retaining the exposed brick and wide 
plank floors of the 1,000-square-foot, sky-lit gal-
lery. Pulling together threads of her 20-year career 
working with old master drawings at Christie’s, the 
Marina Picasso estate at the Jan Krugier Gallery 
and as a director of the contemporary art gallery 
White Cube in London, she aims to create “con-
versation among artworks from different genres,” 
she said.
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The inaugural exhibition, “A Limitless Vision: The Collection of Audrey B. Heckler,” will show pieces from Ms. 
Heckler’s exceptional trove of works by self-taught artists such as Martín Ramírez, Aloïse Corbaz, Madge Gill, 
Adolf Wölfli and James Castle. Ms. Kay will also display hand-painted ceramics by Picasso and a cast by Dubuffet 
— artists who found inspiration in outsider art. “Dubuffet had an enormous collection of Art Brut,” or raw art, said 
Ms. Kay, “and was really a champion of this genre.”


